
































Jinnah's Fatal Handicap

Gandhiji would always walk barefoot from village to

village in Noakhali pleading with warring factions to stop
the murders and rape; he was often the brunt of verbal and
physical abuse; January 1947.
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Gandhiji praying at dawn in the January of 1947 in
Noakhali district (now part of Bangladesh); he would
reason and persuade people to stop the bloodletting.
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The author’s father Mr. K.Natarajan (with wrist watch)
at a prayer meeting of Gandhiji in Noakhali.
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political career and the events around him; Jinnah rapidly
lost political ground to Gandhi after the non- cooperation
call of Gandhi in 1920. Jinnah had been the star with his
Lucknow Pact, but the ‘son of the soil’ politics of Gandhi
would dent Jinnah’s allure thereafter as a leader. Jinnah was
an elitist who staunchly operated within the constitutional
framework while Gandhi declared the new unconstitutional
mantra of non -cooperation, which galvanized millions
of ordinary uneducated folks. Gandhi openly and warmly
embraced the common man while Jinnah cringed from
shaking hands with the man on the street.

The Allies won the Second World War in May 1945. The
Viceroy (Wavell) realized that the Empire was crumbling
and power would soon slip away from British hands; he,
therefore, wanted a group of like- minded Indians capable
of thrashing out a constitution for independent India. He
called for a Conference in Shimla during the hot summer
of 1945. Wavell endeavored for a Council consisting of
5 Hindus, 5 Muslims, 1 non- caste Hindu, 1 Sikh and 1
Christian. The Congress suggested Abdul Kalam Azad’s
name as one of their nominees, but Jinnah put his foot
down. He insisted that the Muslim League alone would
nominate Muslim candidates and directly insulted Abdul
Kalam Azad by terming him a Congress “stooge.” Jinnah
forbade Liaquat Ali from meeting Wavell to prevent any
softening of his obstinate stand. Jinnah was yet again
declaring to the world, as he had done to Gandhi the
previous year that Muslims were a separate nation and that
creation of Pakistan was imperative. He was not willing to
budge a millimeter.

Viceroy Wavell lamented that Jinnah behaved with
“arrogance and intransigence,” and that “Jinnah is narrow
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and arrogant, and is actuated mainly by fear and distrust
of the Congtress... Azad is an old fashioned scholar with
pleasant manners. ..his main object is to get even with Jinnah
and the League Muslims who despise him as a paid servant of
the Congtress. Nehru is an idealist, and should I say straight
and honest”. Wavell was pleasantly surprised to find Nehru
despite 3 years of incarceration to be refreshingly free from
bitterness or rancor against the British. He however still did
not take the Muslim League seriously.

The situation had been a bit different 15 years ago. The
Manchester Guardian had reported of the first round Table
Conference in 1930 that ‘Mr. Jinnah’s position in the round
table conference was unique. The Hindus thought he was
a Muslim communalist, The Muslims took him to be pro
Hindu, the Princes deemed him to be too democratic. The
British considered him a rabid extremist with the result he
was everywhere but nowhere. None wanted him. Jinnah
himself conceded that he was left with no friend there.

By 1938, however, Jinnah was singing a different
tune. He addressed the students of Aligarh Anglo Muslim
College, “I received the shock of my life at the meetings of
the Round Table Conferences. I saw the face of danger, the
Hindu sentiment, the Hindu mind, the Hindu attitude that
led me to the conclusion that there was no hope of unity’.

Eatlier in January 1934, Jinnah on his return to India
stated in Bombay that there was not one crystallized object
to be presented before the British government and there
was no single leader behind whom the people of India were
prepared to stand. Surprisingly Jaswant Singh, in his book on
“Jinnah” quotes Bolitho that it was Congress hubris and not
Jinnah’s wounded vanity that led to Jinnah’s transformation
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to a communalist. Mr. Jaswant Singh does not in any way
provide a single convincing reason for Bolithos reasoning, It
is much more likely that ambition and frustration convinced
Jinnah that he needed a constituency of his own; this made
him part ways with the congress; such instances of political
transformation persist even today in the subcontinent; not
because of religion or a particular ideology but more for
the greed of power and its ramifications.

Jinnah’s riposte to Nehru’s claim subsequent to the rout
of the Muslim League in the 1937 legislative elections, “that
the only 2 forces present then were British imperialism and
Indian nationalism” had been, “Now there is a third party,
the Mussalmans”.

In October 1937, Jinnah had castigated the congress
party in a Muslim League meeting for pursuing an exclusive
Hindu policy that would ‘result in chaos, bitterness,
communal war”. Jinnah had become a ‘Muslim leader’ who
refused to support any scheme that would produce a Hindu
majority in a federal India. The viceroy would always very
patiently hear out the Muslim representatives that he met
because he needed the Muslim as allies to prevent a concrete
Hindu- Muslim unity capable of sparking a constitutional
rebellion.

In 1938 Subhash Chandra Bose, the then president of the
Congtress party too tried on a personal level to mediate with
Jinnah on the subject of communal amity. Jinnah however
insisted that the Muslim League was the sole organization
speaking for the Muslims of India and that similarly the
Congress represented only the Hindus. Bose was quick
to withdraw from any dialogue with Jinnah. The growing
friction and personal animosity between Jinnah and Nehru
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had become public knowledge as neither refrained from
attacking each other. As early as 1938 Jinnah was emphatic
that there should be first and foremost separate Muslim
states consisting of the north West (including Punjab)
and Bengal in the East. Jinnah was adamant that under no
circumstance would the majority Hindus administer 100
million Muslims once the British left.

In 1939 came the Second World War and Jinnah
sensing substantial changes in the world order went public
with his demand of ‘partition of India’. Lord Linlithgow
(then viceroy) was taken aback when Jinnah suggested that
that partition of India was an essential step for self -rule
in India.

During the Second World War the Congress
governments resigned because British India had been
dragged to war without their consent or knowledge. The
Congress at that time governed 8 of 11 provinces in the
country. The viceroy did not mind because he could now
administer the provinces directly without the need to engage
with the Congress; the Muslim League reassured him of
neutrality if not co-operation. The war for Jinnah was God
sent because he would now impress upon the viceroy the
immense utility of the Muslim League during the course of
the second world war.

Jinnah had demanded (before the war) of the Congress
as a prerequisite for co-operation that

They form coalition ministries with the Muslim League.

In the event that two-thirds Muslim members objected
no legislature should be passed

No Congtess flag to be flown in public buildings.
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Abandoning singing of ‘Vande Mataram’.
No attempt at mass contact of Muslims in the country.

At the end of 1939 Jinnah had called on Muslims to
celebrate what he called ‘Deliverance Day’ from the ‘tyranny,
oppression and injustice of Congtress rule.

Itis manifest that Jinnah right from the outset was never
an ‘Ambassador’ of Hindu- Muslim unity. His single point
programme had been to capture the Muslim constituency
in order to obtain power for himself. He was prepared to
go to any extent in order to be proclaimed as the supreme
leader of Muslims. He was able to achieve this because of
his immense intellect and astute political skills. He realized
with the ascendency of Gandhi and subsequently the
political growth of Jawaharlal Nehru that the best method
of achieving his ambitions would be by repeatedly instilling
a sense of insecurity in the Muslims of the country.

In 1942 Gandhi called for the ‘Quit India movement’
and the British government promptly arrested all prominent
Congress leaders including Gandhi and Nehru. In effect
this made the Congress null and void in day- to -day
politics. The Muslim League instead, under the stewardship
of Jinnah made sure that they exploited this vacuum to
the maximum. They did their utmost to motivate as many
Muslims as possible (repeatedly playing on their insecurities
of majority Hindu rule) towards the concept of a separate
Muslim nation.

The Lahore meeting in 1940 passed the ‘TLahore
Resolution’ that for the first time called for (directly or
indirectly) a separate Muslim state albeit it did not still name
it ‘Pakistan’. Jinnah in his address to the delegates scoffed
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at the fact that till the beginning of the second world the
viceroy had considered Gandhi as the only political entity
in the subcontinent to engage with. He also publicly
ridiculed Gandhi for having the temerity of reading the
Holy Quran. Muhammad Igbal the poet philosopher had
dreamt of a majority Muslim geographical entity within
India while a Punjabi student in Cambridge named Rahmat
Ali had actually articulated a state named ‘Pakistan’. Jinnah
during the war years (with most Congress leaders in jail)
worked uninterruptedly at a feverish pace towards partition.
Between 1942 and 1945 the Muslim League came into
power in Bengal, Assam, Sindh and the NWFP. Both Jinnah
and the League grew in strength in these years aided by
absence of congress leaders.

Few current Indians will know of C. Rajagopalachari
who became the first Indian governor general of India.
Rajaji (as he was called) as early as 1942, realizing that
Jinnah was hell bent on an independent Muslim suggested
that the Congress party should consider such an eventuality.

Rajaji came up with his plan in which 1) Congress would
agree to demarcating contiguous districts with Muslim
majority in the North West and North East; 2) the Muslim
League should endorse India’s demand for independence
and cooperate with it to form an interim government; 3)
separation from India by the Muslim majority districts
would be based on plebiscite, to the extent of forming a
sovereign state.

Rajaji (or anyone else) could not have been more
accommodating to Jinnah’s increasingly shrill demands for
partition. Gandhi without any hesitation took this formula
to Jinnah who promptly turned it down because it did not
meet, according to him, the Leagues demand for Pakistan.
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Raja ji meets Mr. Jinnah in his house in Aurunzeb Road,
New Delhi to persuade him against partition in 1947.

Gandhi began talks with Jinnah on September 1944
and these lasted over a period of 18 days! Each time it was
Gandhi who went to Jinnah’s house. Gandhi’s secretary and
biographer Pyarelal noted that Gandhi, in sheer exasperation,
in one of these meetings had asked Jinnah,” Is it not worth
your while to convert an individual?”...”You can change
my views if you can and I will support you wholeheartedly”.
Jinnah replied,” Yes, I know, if I can convert you, you will
be my Ali.” Gandhi revealed to Pyarelal that this was a
“most revealing remark” from Jinnah, making Gandhi say
to himself at that point,” I was meeting the prophet of
Pakistan looking for his Ali.” Jinnah insisted to Gandhi that
he would only cooperate if Gandhi agreed to the separate
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state of Pakistan and Hindustan before independence from
the British.

Jinnah during these talks also declared that Muslims
were a separate nation because of their “distinctive culture
and civilization, language and literature, art and architecture,
names and nomenclature, sense of value and proportion,
legal laws and moral codes, customs and calendar, history
and tradition.” They were thus entitled to a separate
sovereign state. ““T'his was the price India had to pay for its
independence”.

Jinnah did not ever want a plebiscite involving all
inhabitants of a geographical area, but self- determination
confined to Muslims alone. He wanted a division of two
independent sovereign states of Hindus and Muslims, and
not secession from an existing state because there was no
such state in existence (according to Jinnah). The Labor
party won elections in 1945 in Britain and Clement Atlee
became the new prime minister.

Much has been made out of the British ‘divide and
rule policy’. However there was no state doctrine laid
down directing such an approach by successive Labor,
Tory and liberal British governments. Some viceroys and
administrators must have taken advantage of the mistrust
and mutual suspicion of Hindu and Muslim communities.
These feelings of hostility and downright hatred were
irrational then and as they would be now. The fact that they
persisted after 15" August 1947 supports the logic that the
antagonism was deep rooted and not entirely inserted by the
British. The mindset continues to be absurdly destructive
even today. In 1923 there were riots in a town called Kohat
in which many died, hundreds fled in terror, curfew was
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clamped, and Gandhi was not permitted to visit the area
because the administration believed this would further
arouse passions. In 2013, ninety years later a similar incident
occurred in the town of Kishwar (India).... people were
murdered on communal lines...albeit mercifully fewer....
curfew was laid down...and aleader of the opposition (Arun
Jaitley) denied permission to visit the area. There is dark
quality in the DNA of the subcontinent that makes people
resort to murder and loot at the slightest provocation; this
has neither mitigated nor mellowed with time. The Gujarat
riots in 2002 were possibly as horrendous as the Calcutta
killings of 1946. Later in 2013 more than 40,000 Muslims
were on the run in the state of Uttar Pradesh (India) because
of communal terror as recently as September 2013.

It is said that when a colleague was nervous on ° the
growing cleavage between Moslem and Hindu’, Prime
Minister Winston Churchill retorted, ‘Oh but that is all to
the good.” There was however never ever any pro- active
British policy inciting or encouraging communal rioting in
the sub-continent.

Towards the end 1946 of Prime Minister Atlee alarmed
by reports that the situation in the subcontinent had hit
crisis point summoned Nehru, Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan
and Baldev Singh for talks; but yet again there was a logjam.
Atlee was compelled to confess, “Jinnah was the only Indian
fascist I ever met”.

In December of 1946, Jinnah continued to chain smoke
his tin of Craven A cigarettes looking manifestly ill and
worn out. His late wife’s friend Kanji Dwarkadas found him
“sick and depressed.” Kanji Dwarkadas felt that much of
Jinnah’s obstinacy was the result of personal hurt inflicted
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by Congress leaders; this was Kanji’s personal opinion.
Jinnah may have expressed such feelings to him but such
sentiments cannot justify Jinnah’s intransigence.

Dwarkadas in his book, “Ten years to Freedom’, was
to write: ‘I do not think Jinnah wanted Pakistan. Right till
1946 he was prepared to work for one united India. So all
the time he was talking of Pakistan, this was a bargaining
point for him’. Jinnah had ‘rightly come to the opinion that
the Congress leaders did not want any settlement with him’.

But facts as we have noted from as early as 1916
suggested otherwise.
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Lord and Lady Mountbatten, descend from Rashtrapati
Bhawan on 15% August 1947.
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Lord and Lady Mountbatten on their way for
the viceroy’s last address on 15" August 1947.
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